Report 1st November 2nd November 2008 

After taking the punt that the weather would remain dry (despite rain in the area all around the speedway precincts,) Wollongong Speedway Club was rewarded by a totally dry night and a full program of uninterrupted racing at Fire Service Plus Nowra Speedway.

On hand for Meeting #1 of the 2008-2009 season were the compact speedcars, NOS sprints, Mod Prod sedans, Street Stockers and 1600 and Junior sedans. While most divisions were well patronised, the fields in the Juniors, S/S and Mod prods were a bit “thin”. We do know of new cars that should be coming “on-line” in the near future in these divisions, so, hopefully, this will be an exception rather than the rule.

Compacts, as always, were well represented with the dedicated Keith Astrella once again making the long haul from Victoria to support the category. As events were to prove, sometimes the speedway gods do not always respect devotion. Astrella won the first heat with the other two heats being won by local hero and veteran peddler, Carl Yenne, revelling in the speed and handling of his new GSX-R1000 Suzuki-powered car. Yenne was “the bomb” last night and, despite low grid positions in the heats, he made a mockery of the fields, coming from behind to also win the Feature at a canter. At the presentation, Yenne was noticeably emotional, thanking all who had had a hand in this, his finest night, and noting that this had been his first Feature race win. A truly memorable occasion.

Stephen Hill proved that the #13 is no bad thing, finishing 2nd in the Feature after surviving an earlier scare, riding a wheel of a tail-end car in one of the heats and momentarily getting airborne in the process. Local star Steven Burkett filled out the final position on the podium.
As noted, the gods of speedway are fickle at times, and, after winning heat 1, Keith Astrella found himself involved in a ferocious scrap for the minor placings in heat 2 when he came upon the slow-moving #32 car, right on the racing line on the exit to T4. Opting to go “high”, he found himself pinched up against the wall as the 32 car drifted up the line and the V28 somersaulted, balanced on its left front wheel and finally came to rest on its side just opposite the start/finish line. Keith was OK, but the car certainly was not!

S/S sedans were very thin on the ground, but still provided some good racing. Honours in the heats were shared between Len Davis (x2) and Ray Goulden (x1). Noel (Pom) Campbell debuted the ex-Dave Ford EF Falcon and spent the night getting used to a vastly superior machine than that which he raced last season. In the Feature, Davis won, but not by much, from the hugely-improved Goulden with Shane Waters in the #66 car in 3rd. The team cars of Waters and Watt certainly have raised the bar very high in terms of car preparation for the 2008-09 season. Beautifully turned-out machines, guys.

Junior sedans only had 3 starters, also quite disappointing, but the racing was still fierce with Chris Davis driving the programme in the #4 Corolla. Alex hompson spent nearly all night battling a persistent misfire as well as the noise meter and a strangely subdued Rachel Neave was left to greet the flag last in the Feature. 

After getting used to seeing only 5 NOS cars all last season and bemused by the constant tales of there being 30-odd cars registered with the club but never seeing them, last night was a real revelation. 15 of the Commodore-engined sprinters fronted the starter and showed good speed and reliability (until the Feature race that is). Mark Garey, Warren Maybury and Mitch Chapman won a heat each with lady driver Monique Neave getting 2 2nd placings along the way. 

Come Feature time and the mechanical gremlins hit, sidelining several cars during the running of the race, notably the early race leader, Mark Garey, who seemed to be struggling right from the show of the green. Once Mitch Chapman got by, Garey’s car decided to quit and it was parked on the infield. Karl Skelton worked his way through the pack to secure 2nd and Justin Watt got the 3rd place in his first competitive hit-out in the mean-looking black #90 car.

1600 sedans were the preserve of Kiama driver, Dennis Richardson, a regular at Moruya, but, sadly an occasional competitor only at FSPNS. Richardson was awesome in the little Datsun coupe, winning 2 heats and the Feature. But it was the unusual sight of Max Delaney in the Falcones Bread VW Golf that was most notable. Having decided that repairing “Herbie” yet again was financially impossible, the crowd favourite “bug” has been retired and Max has stepped into the Golf in the seat vacated by Bob Marskell. Despite this being Max’s first-ever drive in a front-wheel-drive car, he adapted quickly (as I expected him to) and featured in the podium placings in the early heats and won heat 3. 
In the Feature, Richardson was unstoppable and the race was mostly enlivened by a great scrap between Delaney and Bruce Irvine in the #77 Laser, and that’s the way they finished.

A small field of Mod-Prods fronted, visiting drivers using the meeting as a final “hit out” before the first round of the Shannon Civil Series at Canberra next Sunday, and others obviously saving their cars for Canberra. Regardless, the races were good with honours in the heats being shared between Brad Bassett, Bob Hamilton and Shane Duggan in his new, very smart-looking Commodore.

In the Feature, though, they all had to give best to “big match” performer, Allen Marskell in the Commodore who blitzed the early laps and secured an unbeatable lead. Even a very questionable stoppage at half race distance to retrieve the back bumper bar of the #9  from the back straight made no difference and he won, going away, from Brad Bassett and Shane Duggan. 

The possibility of rain unfortunately kept the crowd away and the drivers performed to empty stands, but it was a great meeting for a first of the season run and all points to a super 2008-09 at FSPNS. 

Next meeting on the 15th features the AMCA’s and the ferocious Late Model V8 Sedans; don’t miss this one whatever you do.

