Fire Service Plus Nowra Speedway Report: November 15th
Wollongong Speedway Club dodged the weather bullet again last night, staging their second meeting of the summer season under threatening skies but managing to run the whole meeting without a rain delay. As the trophy presentation began, light misty rain began to blow in and there were lots of smiles all round!

The programme featured 1600cc Sedans, Street Stock Sedans, AMCA’s, Microsprints and the Late Model V8 Sedans. Despite rain earlier in the day, the track was in superb condition, the track’s preparation crew having done their usual amazing job preparing a surface that was universally praised by all the competitors.

1600 sedans had a few new faces, which is always good to see and Mark Levin in the ex-Tim Wonson Corolla was especially impressive for a first-time out drive. 1600 heats were won by Ben Ford (Celica) and  Bruce Irvine (Laser) x 2.  Bruce also won the Feature race, clearing out and leaving a huge brawl between Wayne Faulkner (Celica) and Mick Eastwood (Datsun 1600) to rage till nearly the flag where Eastwood, having his first-ever drive on speedway, sneaked the ex-Gary Peers #11 car past Faulkner to score an amazing debut 2nd. Quite a performance.  Mark Levin could easily have figured in those results as well, but was sent rear-of-field for an over-vigorous passing move on Ben Ford at half race distance.
Microsprints, the fastest cars around Fire Service Plus Nowra Speedway, were represented by 8 cars, three of them being powered by the new-wave 4 stroke 450cc engines. For many years, 250cc two stroke engines have ruled the roost in this class, but, with the admission of 4-stroke engines into the class late last year, it seems we are seeing the future of the category emerging. Steve Ellicott was aboard one of the new cars and was the star of the show, winning 2 heats and finishing 3rd in the other. The other heat was won by Rhys Marchant. Come feature time, and with Ellicot starting off pole, it was always going to be a struggle for the rest of the field and, despite a couple of stoppages, Ellicott cleared off to win from Paul Curran and Brett Sainsbury. Minor placing changes several times during the race and mechanical unreliability also decimated the field, but it was an entertaining battle nonetheless.

Street Stock Sedans also were a little “light-on” for numbers, but with several new cars still in the process of construction, the class can only get stronger. Brian Roach, in an EF Falcon was a new starter to the class and learnt a lot during the night. Last meeting the Regents Park Truck Align team of John Watt and Shane Walters debuted their new team livery for 2008-09 and really raised the bar in terms of preparation and appearance in this class. This week it was the turn of the Wollongong Auto Supplies car of Darren McDougall. McDougall appeared in an absolutely immaculate Commodore. Street Stock is suddenly getting very serious.
McDougall dutifully won the first 2 heats and finished 2nd in heat 3, sounding a warning to all that, not only was the car up to par, but so was the driver. The ever-reliable Len Davis won Heat 3. At the drop of the flag for the feature race, Davis scooted out to a lead and tried to gap McDougall and looked like doing so. However, a mix-up while lapping a tail-ender, saw McDougall choose the right line and Davis choose the wrong one and McDougall was through to a lead that he was not to relinquish for the rest of the event. 

3rd place in the Feature went to the popular Noel “Pom” Campbell. Having only his 2nd outing in the ex-Dave Ford EF Falcon, Campbell got his eye in and really started to fling the car around. And didn’t it pay off!! Noel was rewarded with 3rd in the Feature, his first-ever podium. With all his family there to help him celebrate, trophy presentation was an especially sweet time.
The AMCA’s turned up in good numbers also and their heat races were very closely-fought and entertaining. There were so many cars that the heats were split to lessen track congestion. Heat winners were Graham Flood, Robert Chant, Laurence Chant, Stu Robertson (x 2), and Shannon Jennings.
Pole position for the feature was decided by a very entertaining Pole Shuffle. Shannon Jennings blitzed the early races, winning 6 straight, but then he was beaten by Laurence Chant who then lost the final race to Stu Robertson. Robertson was involved in a very unfortunate incident in the race before this, against Robert Chant when they came together in T2 and a small piece of debris flew off Chant’s car, hitting a little girl in the crowd. The injuries were minor, but racing was delayed while the ambulance attended. This story was to have a very happy ending later in the night. 

So, Robertson started off pole and was expected to clear out, which he tried to do. However, Laurence Chant stayed glued to the back bumper of the #9 car and when, at half-race distance, Roberston’s car spluttered and coasted to a stop on the infield, Chant was handed the gold pass. He went on to win from Graham Flood and John Upston, both of whom had fought ferociously for the placings since the drop of the green. 

And so to the Late-model V8 sedans. These noisy and outrageous machines are real favourites at FSPNS and last night was no exception. Despite there only being 6 cars on hand, the noise and spectacle of these 800bhp cars more than made up for the lack of numbers. NSW and WA State Champion, Scott McPherson won a heat, as did Daryl Grimson and Neil Wallace. 

McPherson was using his 380ci engine which he finds most suitable for the Nowra layout, but, despite having plenty of power, he was a little “out-of-sorts” last night, being regularly out-braked on the run into T3 and T4. The Feature race was a cracker, as it always is. The track had held up beautifully and allowed the drivers to thoroughly trust the adhesion levels and fully commit to the corners. Watching the cars squirm through T1 and T2 and lift both inside wheels off the deck is just one of the reasons why this is such an enjoyable category.
The race was won by the ever-improving Neil Wallace, who, as usual, trailered all the way from Port Macquarie for the meeting. This ex-AMCA driver continues to impress (although some of the drivers beaten by him last night may be wishing he’d have stayed in the lower category!!) McPherson garnered 2nd in the end, but it was a far from convincing placing, with Scott only securing it in the final laps. Perhaps he should have packed the 410ci engine instead!. 3rd in the feature went to Lyle Dicker who had a much better night last night than some he has had recently. It was really good to see the purple car at the pointy end.

After the trophy presentation, the AMCA boys got together and gave the little girl who had been hurt earlier in the night, and her sister, a couple of laps around the circuit in their cars. To say they were stoked was an understatement. And then, as the pits were clearing and everyone was heading home, the real good news story came out. Apparently the LMV8 drivers were unaware of what had happened earlier in the night, and, when they found out, Lyle Dicker found the little girl and donated his 3rd place trophy to her to take home. Now who says speedway doesn’t have heart?

A thoroughly enjoyable and exciting night and a forerunner of our next meeting on the 29th of November when, as well as the Compacts, the Formula 500’s, NOS Sprints, and Junior sedans, we will be presenting the 2nd round of the Shannon Civil NSW Modified Sedan Series. Don’t miss it if you can.

Phil Hall

